
Over 2000 children 
under the age of  18 
have been sent to 
Michigan’s adult prisons 
in the last 10 years.

Youth Justice Fund is 
the mission of  activists, 
faith-based leaders, 
attorneys, social and 
youth services workers, 
local small business 
owners, and concerned 
citizens committed to 
community in Southeast 
Michigan.
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THE
FACTS

WHO
WE ARE

2000

& The majority of  
children were 
sent for 
non-assaultive 
offenses.

Michigan imposes excessive 
punishment on youth, including 
363 children who were 
sentenced to life without the 
possibility of  parole, and will be 
returning to our communities after 
the U.S. Supreme Court declared 
this punishment cruel and unusual. 

81% were declared indigent 
and assigned legal counsel within a 
system that does not allow for meaningful 
consideration of  youthful status or 
relative culpability, and limited access to 
intervention services and supportive 

mechanisms that provide restor-
ative practices as alternatives to 

incarceration. 

81%

Nearly 2/3 of  the 
population are 

youth of  color.

2/3



OUR
MISS ION

THE  
NEED

To assist 
returning 
citizens, 
sentenced as 
youth to a term 
of  imprisonment, 
with services and 
resources 
necessary to 
ensure human 
dignity and full 
participation in 
their 
communities.

Many youth released from 
Michigan’s prisons and jails 
lack the support needed to 
successfully transition back to 
our communities with dignity 
and hope. YJF acknowledges 
the profound need for strong 
support for our returning 
youth in order to enhance 
their opportunities and our 
communities.

YJF exists to build robust and 
sustainable partnerships with 
local and national businesses, 
community leaders, and 
individuals. We are committed to 
helping youth returning from 
detention, reestablish and 
enhance their connections and 
contributions to our communities.

YJF seeks businesses, 
organizations and individuals to 
provide housing, jobs, financial 
support, health services, 
transportation or in-kind 
donations. Contact us at: 
info@yjfund.org
 

Every child has the right to the 
measures of protection by his 
condition as a minor on the part of 
his family, society, and state.

Article 19 of  the American Convention 
on Human Rights

GET
INVOLVED

We are building a community 
foundation that funds and 
supports the housing, 
health, and employment of  
our youth.


